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DOUBLES FINAL QUICK HITS 

• The first team to qualify for this year’s Sony Ericsson Championships, Cara Black and Liezel Huber are gunning for a 
hat-trick of titles at the event after their wins in 2007 and last year; the last pair to score at least three in a row was 
10-time winners Martina Navratilova and Pam Shriver (1986-89) while the last player to achieve the feat was Lindsay 
Davenport (1996-98, with three different partners). 

• Nuria Llagostera Vives and María José Martínez Sánchez are making their event debut as a team, and as individuals. 
They are aiming to be the first Spanish duo ever to win the season-ending doubles championship. Arantxa Sánchez-
Vicario won the event twice with Czech partners, Helena Sukova in 1992 and Jana Novotna in 1995. Virginia Ruano 
Pascual won in 2003 with Argentina’s Paola Suárez. 

• In yesterday’s semifinals, Black and Huber improved their head-to-head record against Samantha Stosur and 
Rennae Stubbs to 3-2. Llagostera Vives and Martínez Sánchez beat the Williams sisters, in their first meeting. 

• Black is making her 10th appearance at this event, Huber her fourth; it is their third season finale as a team. 
• Coming into this event, Llagostera Vives and Martínez Sánchez were the only players in the eight-strong field yet to 

win a Grand Slam doubles title. If they win today, they’ll be the first Slam-less players to triumph at the Tour 
Championships since Nadia Petrova and Meghann Shaughnessy in 2004. 

• Of the four players in the doubles final, Martínez Sánchez is the only one to win a singles title on Tour this year 
(Bogotá - first Tour singles title of career; and Bastad).   

 

 
DOUBLES NO.1 RANKING UPDATE 

• With their semifinal defeat of Stosur and Stubbs, Black and Huber secured the year-end No.1 ranking for the third 
consecutive year. They have been co-world No.1s without interruption since November 2007. 

 
 
DOHA’S DOUBLES FINALISTS… 
 

PLAYER RANK* NAT AGE YTD 
PRIZE $ 

YTD  
W-L* 

YTD 
DOUBLES 

TITLES 

CAREER 
PRIZE $ 

CAREER 
W-L* 

CAREER 
DOUBLES 

TITLES 

[1] Cara Black 1 ZIM 30 $634,158 49-15 5 $5,893,507 606-240 51 

[1] Liezel Huber 1 USA 33 $660,141 51-15 5 $3,976,136 585-296 39 

[4] Nuria Llagostera 
Vives 7 ESP 29 $437,183 54-14 6 $1,390,348 192-139 11 

[4] María José 
Martínez Sánchez 8 ESP 27 $660,884 51-15 6 $1,256,686 296-126 11 

Players listed in order of doubles seeding; prize money figures do not include this tournament; *Doubles 

 

PREVIOUS BEST RESULTS AT TOUR CHAMPIONSHIPS (DOUBLES) 
 

PLAYER BEST PREVIOUS RESULT 

Cara Black Champion in 2007 and 2008 (both w/Huber); five-time runner-up 

Liezel Huber Champion in 2007 and 2008 (both w/Black)  

Nuria Llagostera Vives Making tournament debut 

María José Martínez Sánchez Making tournament debut 
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RECENT TOUR CHAMPIONSHIPS DOUBLES CHAMPIONS (Since 1999) 
 

YEAR   WINNERS  RUNNERS-UP  

2008 Black / Huber Peschke / Stubbs 

2007 Black / Huber Srebotnik / Sugiyama 

2006 Raymond / Stosur Black / Stubbs 

2005 Raymond / Stosur Black / Stubbs 

2004 Petrova / Shaughnessy Black Stubbs 

2003 Ruano Pascual / Suarez Clijsters / Sugiyama 

2002 Dementieva / Husarova Black / Likhovtseva 

2001 Raymond / Stubbs Black / Likhovtseva 

2000 Hingis / Kournikova Arendt / Bollegraf 

1999  Hingis / Kournikova Neiland / Sanchez-Vicario 

 
 
 

MATCH NOTES, PREVIEW STORIES, RANKINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT: 

www.sonyericssonwtatour.com 
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DOUBLES FINAL MATCHUP 
 

[1] BLACK/HUBER (ZIM/USA) vs. [4] LLAGOSTERA VIVES/MARTINEZ SANCHEZ (ESP/ESP) 

Head to heads: Black/Huber lead 6-0 
2008 BERLIN CLAY O F BLACK/HUBER 3-6 6-2 102 
2008 FRENCH OPEN CLAY O QF BLACK/HUBER 7-6(6) 6-2 
2009 MADRID CLAY O QF BLACK/HUBER 6-4 6-4 
2009 WIMBLEDON GRASS O QF BLACK/HUBER 4-6 6-3 6-0 
2009 CINCINNATI HARD O F BLACK/HUBER 6-3 0-6 102 
2009 US OPEN HARD O QF BLACK/HUBER 6-3 2-6 7-5 
 
CARA BLACK (ZIM) / LIEZEL HUBER (USA) 
 

 BLACK HUBER 
Date of Birth (Age) February 17, 1979 (30) August 21, 1976 (33) 
Residence Harare, Zimbabwe Houston, TX, USA 
Current Singles Rank - - 
Current Doubles Rank No.1 No.1 
2009 Prize $ (USD)* $634,158 $660,141 
2009 Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 0 / 5 0 / 5 
Career Prize $ (USD) $5,893,507 $3,976,136 
Career Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 1 / 51 0 / 39 
^denotes Sony Ericsson WTA Tour events and Grand Slams only 
 
2009 HIGHLIGHTS: Won (5): Paris [Indoors], Dubai, Madrid, Birmingham, Cincinnati; R-Up (1): US Open; SF (6): Sydney, 
Roland Garros, Eastbourne, Wimbledon, Toronto, Tokyo; QF (6): Brisbane, Australian Open, Stuttgart, Rome, Stanford, 
Beijing 
 

• Cara Black and Liezel Huber achieved the joint world No.1 doubles ranking in November 2007 and have not 
relinquished it since. As of this week, Black has held the No.1 spot a total of 139 weeks (second on all-time list, 
behind Navratilova’s 237 weeks) while Huber has been No.1 a total of 103 weeks (sixth on all-time list). 

• The five titles Black and Huber have won this year are the 23rd through 27th titles of their partnership. 
• Black and Huber combined to win the year-end Sony Ericsson Championships in 2007 and 2008, and were the first 

team to qualify for the 2009 Championships in Doha. 
• Black has reached eight Grand Slam doubles finals, winning at 2004 Wimbledon (w/Stubbs), 2005 Wimbledon, 2007 

Australian Open, 2007 Wimbledon, 2008 US Open (all w/Huber); and finishing runner-up at 2000 US Open 
(w/Likhovtseva) and 2005 Roland Garros (w/Huber). She scored her 600th doubles win during the 2009 US Open. 

• Huber has reached seven Grand Slam doubles finals, winning at 2005 Wimbledon, 2007 Australian Open, 2007 
Wimbledon, 2008 US Open (all w/Black); and finishing runner-up at 2004 Wimbledon (w/Sugiyama) and 2005 Roland 
Garros (w/Black). 
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NURIA LLAGOSTERA VIVES (ESP) / MARIA JOSE MARTINEZ SANCHEZ (ESP) 
 

 LLAGOSTERA VIVES MARTINEZ SANCHEZ 
Date of Birth (Age) May 16, 1980 (29) August 12, 1982 (27) 
Residence Barcelona, Spain Barcelona, Spain 
Current Singles Rank* No.150 No.31 
Current Doubles Rank* No.7 No.8 
2009 Prize $ (USD)* $437,183 $660,884 
2009 Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 0 / 6 2 / 6 
Career Prize $ (USD) $1,390,348 $1,256,686 
Career Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 2 / 11 2 / 11 

^denotes Sony Ericsson WTA Tour events and Grand Slams only 
 
2009 Highlights: Won (6): Bogotá, Acapulco, Barcelona, Palermo, Toronto, New Haven; R-Up (2): Bastad, Cincinnati; SF (3): 
Sydney, Indian Wells, Rome; QF (7): Australian Open, Miami, Madrid, Wimbledon, US Open, Beijing, Moscow 
 

• Although they have played together periodically for quite a few years, this is the first year Llagostera Vives and 
Martínez Sánchez have played together almost exclusively. 

• In total have won seven titles together; the first being Acapulco in 2008. 
• Llagostera Vives also reached the final at Auckland this year (w/Parra Santonja, l. to Dechy/Santangelo). 
• Martínez Sánchez is the only lefty in the doubles field. 
• The Spaniards were the third team to secure qualification for Sony Ericsson Championships - Doha 2009. 
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Sony Ericsson WTA Tour Web site: www.sonyericssonwtatour.com | Tournament Web site: www.sonyericsson-
championships.com | On-site Sony Ericsson WTA Tour Communications Staff: Amy Binder, Ben Wyatt, Kevin Fischer, Eloise
Tyson, Neil Robinson

DOHA DOUBLES QUICK HITS
 The doubles line-up at the Sony Ericsson Championships - Doha 2009 features three teams making their first

appearance at the season finale: Serena / Venus Williams, Samantha Stosur / Rennae Stubbs and Nuria Llagostera
Vives / María José Martínez Sánchez. The Williams sisters also qualified in 1998 but did not play as Venus had left knee
tendonitis.

 Individually speaking, Llagostera Vives and Martínez Sánchez are the only players who have qualified for the first time.
Stubbs is contesting the event for the 14th time; Black is making her 10th appearance, Huber her fourth and Stosur her
third (she has never lost a match at the tournament).

 The first team to qualify, Cara Black and Liezel Huber are gunning for a hat-trick of titles at the season-ending
championships after their wins at Madrid in 2007 and last year here in Doha; the last pair to score at least three in a row
were 10-time winners Martina Navratilova and Pam Shriver (1986-89), while the last player to achieve the feat was
Lindsay Davenport (1996-98, with three different partners).

 This year’s doubles field contains four former champions Stosur (w/Raymond, 2005-06), Stubbs (w/Raymond, 2001),
Black/Huber (2007-08) and four players who have been No.1 in doubles (Black, Huber, Stosur, Stubbs).

 Six of the eight players in Doha have won Grand Slam doubles titles; only Llagostera Vives and Martínez Sánchez are
yet to win a major.

 Four of the eight doubles players have won singles titles on the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour during 2009: Serena
(Australian Open, Wimbledon), Venus (Dubai, Acapulco), Martínez Sánchez (Bogotá - first Tour singles title of career,
Bastad) and Stosur (Osaka – first Tour singles title of career).

DOUBLES NO.1 RANKING UPDATE
 If Black and Huber win their semifinal match against Stosur and Stubbs, they will secure the year-end No.1 ranking –

even if they ultimately lose to the Williams sisters in the final. Black and Huber have been co-world No.1s without
interruption since November 2007.

DOHA’S DOUBLES LINE-UP

PLAYER RANK* NAT AGE
YTD

PRIZE $
YTD

W-L*

YTD
DOUBLES

TITLES

CAREER
PRIZE $

CAREER
W-L*

CAREER
DOUBLES

TITLES

[1] Cara Black 1 ZIM 30 $634,158 48-15 5 $5,893,507 605-240 51

[1] Liezel Huber 1 USA 33 $660,141 50-15 5 $3,976,136 584-296 39

[2] Serena Williams 3 USA 27 $4,623,711 24-1 4 $26,585,118 135-18 16

[2] Venus Williams 3 USA 29 $2,250,019 24-1 4 $24,190,115 131-21 15

[3] Samantha Stosur 5 AUS 25 $1,100,306 26-15 0 $4,235,935 311-138 22

[3] Rennae Stubbs 5 AUS 38 $295,400 26-15 0 $4,767,236 773-333 59

[4] Nuria Llagostera
Vives

7 ESP 29 $437,183 53-14 6 $1,390,348 191-139 11

[4] María José
Martínez Sánchez

8 ESP 27 $660,884 50-15 6 $1,256,686 295-126 11

Players listed in order of doubles seeding; prize money figures do not include this tournament; *Doubles

PREVIOUS BEST RESULTS AT TOUR CHAMPIONSHIPS (DOUBLES)

PLAYER BEST PREVIOUS RESULT

Cara Black Champion in 2007 and 2008 (both w/Huber); five-time runner-up

Liezel Huber Champion in 2007 and 2008 (both w/Black)

Serena Williams Making Tournament debut (qualified in 1998 w/V.Williams; DNP)

Venus Williams Making tournament debut (qualified in 1998 w/S.Williams; DNP)

Samantha Stosur Making third appearance; champion in 2005 and 2006 (both w/Raymond)

Rennae Stubbs Making 14th appearance; champion in 2001 (w/Raymond); four-time runner-up

Nuria Llagostera Vives Making tournament debut

María José Martínez Sánchez Making tournament debut
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$4,550,000 SONY ERICSSON CHAMPIONSHIPS–DOHA 2009–TOUR CHAMPIONSHIPS

RECENT TOUR CHAMPIONSHIPS DOUBLES CHAMPIONS (Since 1999)

YEAR WINNERS RUNNERS-UP

2008 Black / Huber Peschke / Stubbs

2007 Black / Huber Srebotnik / Sugiyama

2006 Raymond / Stosur Black / Stubbs

2005 Raymond / Stosur Black / Stubbs

2004 Petrova / Shaughnessy Black Stubbs

2003 Ruano Pascual / Suarez Clijsters / Sugiyama

2002 Dementieva / Husarova Black / Likhovtseva

2001 Raymond / Stubbs Black / Likhovtseva

2000 Hingis / Kournikova Arendt / Bollegraf

1999 Hingis / Kournikova Neiland / Sanchez-Vicario

MATCH NOTES, PREVIEW STORIES, RANKINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT:
www.sonyericssonwtatour.com
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DOUBLES SEMIFINAL MATCHUPS

[1] BLACK/HUBER (ZIM/USA) vs. [3] STOSUR/STUBBS (AUS/AUS)
Head to heads: Tied at 2-2
2009 MADRID CLAY O SF BLACK/HUBER 75 76(1)
2009 EASTBOURNE GRASS O SF STOSUR/STUBBS 64 76(5)
2009 TORONTO HARD O SF STOSUR/STUBBS 36 63 107
2009 US OPEN HARD O SF BLACK/HUBER 57 63 61

CARA BLACK (ZIM) / LIEZEL HUBER (USA)

BLACK HUBER

Date of Birth (Age) February 17, 1979 (30) August 21, 1976 (33)

Residence Harare, Zimbabwe Houston, TX, USA

Current Singles Rank - -

Current Doubles Rank No.1 No.1

2009 Prize $ (USD)* $634,158 $660,141

2009 Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 0 / 5 0 / 5

Career Prize $ (USD) $5,893,507 $3,976,136

Career Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 1 / 51 0 / 39

^denotes Sony Ericsson WTA Tour events and Grand Slams only

2009 HIGHLIGHTS: Won (5): Paris [Indoors], Dubai, Madrid, Birmingham, Cincinnati; R-Up (1): US Open; SF (6): Sydney, Roland
Garros, Eastbourne, Wimbledon, Toronto, Tokyo; QF (6): Brisbane, Australian Open, Stuttgart, Rome, Stanford, Beijing

 Cara Black and Liezel Huber achieved the joint world No.1 doubles ranking in November 2007 and have not
relinquished it since. As of this week, Black has held the No.1 spot a total of 139 weeks (second on all-time list, behind
Navratilova’s 237 weeks) while Huber has been No.1 a total of 103 weeks (sixth on all-time list).

 The five titles Black and Huber have won this year are the 23 rd through 27th titles of their partnership.

 The differential in their respective W/L records for 2009 is due to Huber’s two wins in Fed Cup play.

 Black and Huber combined to win the year-end Sony Ericsson Championships in 2007 and 2008, and were the first
team to qualify for the 2009 Championships in Doha.

 Black has reached eight Grand Slam doubles finals, winning at 2004 Wimbledon (w/Stubbs), 2005 Wimbledon, 2007
Australian Open, 2007 Wimbledon, 2008 US Open (all w/Huber); and finishing runner-up at 2000 US Open
(w/Likhovtseva) and 2005 Roland Garros (w/Huber). She scored her 600th doubles win during the 2009 US Open.

 Huber has made seven Grand Slam doubles finals, winning 2005 Wimbledon, 2007 Australian Open, 2007 Wimbledon,
2008 US Open (all w/Black); runner-up at 2004 Wimbledon (w/Sugiyama) and 2005 Roland Garros (w/Black).
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SAMANTHA STOSUR (AUS) / RENNAE STUBBS (AUS)

STOSUR STUBBS

Date of Birth (Age) March 30, 1984 (25) March 26, 1971 (38)

Residence Gold Coast, Australia Sydney, Aust. & Tampa, FL, USA

Current Singles Rank* No.13 -

Current Doubles Rank* No.5 No.5

2009 Prize $ (USD)* $1,100,306 $295,400

2009 Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 1 / 0 0 / 0

Career Prize $ (USD) $4,235,935 $4,767,236

Career Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 1 / 22 0 / 59

^denotes Sony Ericsson WTA Tour events and Grand Slams only

2009 Highlights: R-Up (3): Eastbourne, Wimbledon, Toronto; SF (3): Dubai, Madrid, US Open; QF (2): Miami, Los Angeles

 Rennae Stubbs is appearing at the Tour Championships for the 14th time; Stosur is her fifth different partner at
the event, after Lori McNeil, Lisa Raymond, Cara Black and Kveta Peschke (with whom she was runner-up last
year). Samantha Stosur is making her third appearance at the event; she won the title with Raymond in 2005 and
2006 – both at the expense of Black and Stubbs.

 Stubbs’s 59 Tour doubles titles places her 12th on the all-time list; 20 Stosur’s 22 doubles titles were won with
Lisa Raymond (other two were with Bryanne Stewart).

 Stubbs has spent three weeks at No.1 in the doubles rankings (first rose to No.1 August 21, 2000); Stosur has
spent 61 weeks at No.1 in doubles (first date February 6, 2006).

 Stosur’s appearance in this year’s Wimbledon final (w/Stubbs; runners-up) represented her sixth career Grand
Slam doubles final. She won the titles at the 2005 US Open and 2006 Roland Garros and was runner-up at 2006
Australian Open, 2008 Wimbledon, 2008 US Open (all w/Raymond).

 Stubbs has been to seven Grand Slam doubles finals, for four wins (three w/ Raymond: 2000 Australian Open,
2001 Wimbledon and 2001 US Open; one w/Black: 2004 Wimbledon); she finished as runner-up at 1995 US
Open (w/Schultz-McCarthy), 2002 Roland Garros (w/Raymond) and 2009 Wimbledon (w/Stosur)

 Representing Australia, Stosur and Stubbs combined for a 4-0 Fed Cup record between 2006 and 2009 (incl.
zonal ties); they also posted a 1-1 record at 2008 Beijing Olympics (l. to Medina Garrigues/Ruano Pascual in
second round).

 Fourth team to secure qualification for Sony Ericsson Championships – Doha 2009.
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[4] LLAGOSTERA VIVES/MARTINEZ SANCHEZ (ESP/ESP) vs. [2] WILLIAMS/WILLIAMS (USA/USA)
Head to heads: First meeting

NURIA LLAGOSTERA VIVES (ESP) / MARIA JOSE MARTINEZ SANCHEZ (ESP)

LLAGOSTERA VIVES MARTINEZ SANCHEZ

Date of Birth (Age) May 16, 1980 (29) August 12, 1982 (27)

Residence Barcelona, Spain Barcelona, Spain

Current Singles Rank* No.150 No.31

Current Doubles Rank* No.7 No.8

2009 Prize $ (USD)* $437,183 $660,884

2009 Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 0 / 6 2 / 6

Career Prize $ (USD) $1,390,348 $1,256,686

Career Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 2 / 11 2 / 11

^denotes Sony Ericsson WTA Tour events and Grand Slams only

2009 Highlights: Won (6): Bogotá, Acapulco, Barcelona, Palermo, Toronto, New Haven; R-Up (2): Bastad, Cincinnati; SF (3):
Sydney, Indian Wells, Rome; QF (7): Australian Open, Miami, Madrid, Wimbledon, US Open, Beijing, Moscow

 Nuria Llagostera Vives and María José Martínez Sánchez are aiming to be the first Spanish duo ever to win the
season-ending doubles championship. Their compatriot Arantxa Sánchez-Vicario won the event twice with
Czech partners, Helena Sukova in 1992 and Jana Novotna in 1995. Virginia Ruano Pascual won in 2003 with
Argentina’s Paola Suárez.

 Although they have played together periodically for quite a few years, this is the first year Llagostera Vives and
Martínez Sánchez have played together almost exclusively.

 Beat Stosur and Stubbs in final to win first Premier-level title at Toronto; l. to world No.1s Black and Huber four
times across the 2009 season, each time in QF (Madrid, Wimbledon, Cincinnati, US Open).

 In total have won seven titles together; the first being Acapulco in 2008.

 Llagostera Vives also reached the final at Auckland this year (w/Parra Santonja, l. to Dechy/Santangelo).

 Martínez Sánchez is the only lefty in the doubles field.

 Were third team to secure qualification for Sony Ericsson Championships - Doha 2009.
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SERENA WILLIAMS (USA) / VENUS WILLIAMS (USA)

S.WILLIAMS V.WILLIAMS

Date of Birth (Age) September 26, 1981 (28) June 17, 1980 (29)

Residence Palm Beach Gardens, FL, USA Palm Beach Gardens, FL, USA

Current Singles Rank* No.2 No.7

Current Doubles Rank* No.3 No.3

2009 Prize $ (USD)* $4,623,711 $2,250,019

2009 Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 2 / 4 2 / 4

Career Prize $ (USD) $26,585,118 $24,190,115

Career Titles (Singles/Doubles)^ 34 / 16 41 / 15

^denotes Sony Ericsson WTA Tour events and Grand Slams only

2009 Highlights: Won (4): Australian Open, Wimbledon, Stanford, US Open

 Venus and Serena Williams, along with Lisa Raymond, are the only active players to have completed the career
doubles Grand Slam (2001/2003/2009 Australian Open, 1999 Roland Garros, 2000/2002/2008 Wimbledon, 1999 US
Open); there are 10 others who have done it in the Open Era (Margaret Court, Martina Navratilova, Kathy Jordan, Anne
Smith, Pam Shriver, Jana Novotna, Helena Sukova, Gigi Fernandez, Natasha Zvereva, Martina Hingis).

 At the 2009 US Open Venus and Serena won their 10th Grand Slam doubles title. In seven of their 10 doubles wins
one of them has also won the singles title: 1999 US Open (Serena), 2000 Wimbledon (Venus), 2002 Wimbledon
(Serena), 2003 Australian Open (Serena), 2008 Wimbledon (Venus), 2009 Australian Open (Serena) and 2009
Wimbledon (Serena).

 With their title run at the 2009 US Open, Venus and Serena became the first doubles team to win three Grand Slams in
a year since Virginia Ruano Pascual and Paola Suarez in 2004 (Australian Open, Roland Garros, US Open).

 Venus and Serena are the third-most successful partnership in the Open Era in terms of Grand Slam doubles titles; the
most successful was Martina Navratilova and Pam Shriver (who won 21), followed by Gigi Fernandez and Natasha
Zvereva (14).

 Venus and Serena arrive in Doha with a 130-17 lifetime record together, winning 16 titles (which includes 10 Grand
Slams and two Olympic gold medals (2000, 2008); they are 16-1 in career doubles finals losing only at 1999 San Diego
(to Davenport and Corina Morariu); they are 10-0 in Grand Slam doubles finals.

 Venus and Serena have amassed a 24-1 win-loss record this year, their only loss coming to Bethanie Mattek-Sands
and Nadia Petrova in the 3r of Roland Garros.

 Venus has only played four times with other players, going 1-4 (0-1 with Chanda Rubin, 0-1 with Corina Morariu and 0-
1 with Lisa Raymond, but 1-1 with Caroline Wozniacki to reach the Doha quarterfinals in 2008).

 Serena has only played twice with other players, going 5-1 (1-1 with Martina Navratilova to reach the quarterfinals of
2002 Tokyo [Princess Cup] and 4-0 with Alexandra Stevenson to win 2002 Leipzig the week later).

 Were second team to secure qualification for Sony Ericsson Championships – Doha 2009.


